
 

 

 

 

March 29, 2020 
 
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 Peace with you! I pray that this Easter greeting finds you and your loved ones safe and 
sound. WOW! Who would have figured that we would be ending our Lenten observances under 
such circumstances? And yet, in spite of the daily difficulties you are all facing, know that you are 
not alone in this. You remain, as always, in our daily prayers and thoughts. We pray that God will 
protect you and your loved ones. We pray that He will guide your every day steps and lead us safely 
to happier days ahead. As a church, as a parish and as a family, we may have to struggle but we will 
not fall. We have each other. We may have to conserve and save but if only to be better stewards 
and custodians of things God has entrusted to us. We may, for a time, have to remain apart and 
separated from one another but know that nothing will ever truly separate us from the love of 
Christ which binds us together as a one church, one parish, one family. As proclaimed at the Easter 
Vigil, the victory is already won… and it is won by none other than Christ Himself.   In him, we place 
all our hope and we “shall never hope in vain”! 
 With these few words in mind and with heavy hearts, in accordance with wishes of Cardinal 
Thomas Collins, we must inform you that all public celebrations during Holy Week have been 
cancelled. The liturgies of Holy Week will be celebrated here at our parish church but they will not 
be open to the public. If you wish, you may watch and spiritually participate with us at our Holy 
Week celebrations via the internet at stpeterswoodbridge.com. Enclosed you will a schedule 
outlining the various liturgical celebrations to come for the Holy Week ahead as well as our daily 
prayer and liturgical schedule which you are encouraged to follow during this time of separation 
from our regular schedule. We will do our best to keep you informed of any further changes and 
updates as they come along. Please check our website regularly for any further news and changes 
that must be made.  
 My friends, as I have told you before, we as Christians do not look at the world, look at 
events, look at each other as other people do. We see the world through the eyes of faith! We 
KNOW that God is with us… we KNOW that Christ is with us… we KNOW that we have each other! 
Let us pray for one another. Let us pray for those who suffer. Let us pray for those who serve others 
in times of crisis. This is what God has called us to do during these difficult times. Let us rise to the 
challenges we are faced with in confidence and hope. Confidence and hope in God and the one 
whom He sent, Jesus Christ our Lord. He is Risen! Alleluia, And so will we! 

 
      Your brother in Christ, 
 
 
      Rev. Michael S Corcione, ofm 
      pastor – St. Peters parish 


